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On April 15, 2020, more than 40 Linked Learning practitioners gathered on a video conference to discuss how to provide effective and engaging online educational experiences in a virtual Linked Learning environment. This document contains a transcript of the chat dialogue from the session.
Kelly Nick: How is your faculty responding to the LAUSD announcement of no Fs?
Kirstin Wiley: I’m with public educational media … here to listen in and keep an ear to the ground about what community resources we can be develop for you. Feel free to reach out to me kwiley@ket.org with any needs you have. I may be able to direct you to free online resources we have immediately available.
Abby Benedetto: For anyone who has not seen it yet, here are the tools that Envision Learning Partners has created so far to support Virtual Portfolio Defenses: https://envisionlearning.org/announcing-elps-virtual-portfolio-defense-toolkit/
Roneeta Guha: 	Thank you Abby to your team for putting together this terrific resource!
Abby Benedetto: It is our pleasure!  Please anyone reach out to me if you have questions or any needs...
Carol Caporuscio: Great idea, thanks!
Rose Gonzalez: Congrats!
Vince Warsaw: Thanks…we have some great teams at Arroyo.
Lindsey Corcoran: Great question, Kelly! Hoping to discuss this more with our pathways as the week progresses and learn more from our leaders on the call tomorrow. Floating around ideas on how to use this time to support revision and reflection and create units that support high engagement learning experiences from home. Will share when we have more ideas to share. I know a couple of our schools are mailing home prizes to students who support other students to attend and submit work, creating zoom-a-semblies with students with contests embedded to encourage engagement, and creating lessons relevant to what we are going through collectively. We are hoping to collect some of these to share across our LL pathways.
Abby Benedetto: I listened in a webinar with folks from Challenge Success and Mastery Transcript Consortium on Tuesday that I found incredibly interesting - the MTC has taken a strong stance on equity and grading in this time of distance learning with their statement that ALL schools should move to a credit/no credit situation for this year.  It was really interesting, and they recorded it.  I will try to find the link.
Abby Benedetto: Here is a link to the initial blog article: https://www.challengesuccess.org/blog/guidance-on-grading-crediting-policies-during-covid-19/
Kelly Nick : Thanks, Abby. I’d love to hear it. I agree with the P/NP option during this time, but I hear frustration among teachers and principals who feel that announcing it to the kids so soon took the wind out of the sails for a lot of the kids.
Abby Benedetto: I love that question, Anne.  We are also trying to help schools use Defenses to help schools also gather data about what students know and are able to do.
Abby Benedetto: For all students, not just seniors.
Angela Quinlan:  At Pacific we have begun to look at Mini Defenses on all grade levels, in both pathways to better support students in preparation for the Senior Defense.  We found that it was something that would provide value as our students moved through the program, so that they were better able to make connections by the time they got to the end.
Abby Benedetto: Yes, Angela!  That absolutely is such a great way to help them build their own pathway to success on the Senior Defense!
Anne Stanton: Thank you all for those wonderful examples of how you are scaffolding mini defenses - toward the senior defense.
Abby Benedetto: We are encouraging folks to design virtual defenses to be “as public as possible” to both speak to the real need for seniors to have some of these rites of passages experiences, and also to have students feel like the defenses are authentic and real.  So, zoom actually might allow students to open up their defenses up to family members, community members, etc.  And you can invite industry partners who may not be able to physically come to a defense and serve on a panel, but now might be able to zoom in…
Rekha Prakash: Wonderful idea, Abby.
Roneeta Guha: We should also think about including postsecondary partners (admissions officer, faculty) to sit in on defenses. Great opportunity for them to see how students can demonstrate college and career ready skills in authentic ways, especially since so many colleges are waiving the SAT/ACT or going test optional.
Abby Benedetto: Yes! Yes! Yes, Roneeta!
Kelly Nick: I spoke with some principals who have enlisted their paraprofessionals who are still being paid in making daily contact with students who haven’t logged in.
Diane Walker: Right, Kelly - for us it's an "all hands-on deck" effort to make sure that students are connected.
Kelly Nick: Great!
Lindsey Corcoran: Can we create a repository of projects and units across districts?
Roneeta Guha : Linked Learning resources can be found here: https://www.linkedlearning.org/blog/resources-for-providing-engaging-relevant-and-integrated-high-school-experiences-amid-covid-19

